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NATIONAL ACTIVE AND RETIRED 

FEDERAL EMPLOYEES ASSOCATION 

PUTNAM COUNTY—COOKEVILLE TENNESSEE 
**Protecting Our Future** 

  Chapter 1956 Newsletter  February 2019 

Chapter Officers 
 

 President Ronnie Collins 
 Vice-President Vacant 
 Secretary Reba Collins 
 Treasurer Myrna Estes 

Contact Information:  
NARFE Chapter 1956 

118 Ballenger Rd., Carthage TN 37030 
E-mail: rwcollins@hydroguy.com 

Phone or Text: 931-284-4835 

Monthly Notes 
    We are into the 2nd month of the year now. Hope 
everyone is staying well. So far the weather has not 
been too bad, but this is the cold and flu season. 
    To see the notes from our last meeting which was 
in November, refer back to the January newsletter. 
    We had planned to resume our chapter meetings 
this month, but we have a problem with our meeting 
location. We got a phone call from someone at 
Shoney’s saying that the restaurant is closed for re-
modeling and would reopen the last of March. I 
would agree this building is in need of remodeling, 
but it does cause a problem for us. I though of trying 
to find another location, but there are few places in 
Cookeville that would serve our needs and we have 
such a low turnout, it is not worth the effort to find a 
different location for one meeting. So in my opinion, 
the best thing to do is to cancel our meeting for the 
month of February. We will not be able to move the 
meeting to March because Shoney’s still would be 
closed and April is the month the Federation Annual 
Meeting takes place. So the next time that we can 
hold a chapter meeting will be the month of May. I 
am sorry, but I feel that we do not have a lot of op-
tions in this. I want to thank those members who 
contacted me about seeing the news about Shoney’s 
and letting me know as I do not see Cookeville news. 
    Since we will miss this month’s meeting I will add 
some extra information in this month’s newsletter. I 
want everyone to be informed. 
    The February annuity payments for retirees re-
flected the new health insurance premiums for your 
current or new plan. The federal annuity and Social 
Security benefits are not affected by the federal fund-
ing problems. 
 

February Meeting is Cancelled 
    We will meet next on May 21st. There has been 
some rumors that Shoney’s will not reopen, so we 
will have to see. Let me know if you can recommend 
another meeting place for our chapter meetings. 
Chapter meetings are important and I hope we can 
continue to have them at a convenient location. See 
you  in May, hopefully. 

2020 COLA Watch 
    Here is the latest monthly data that I have relating 
to the 2020 COLA. There was another decline re-
ported on the last report. Next report is due Feb. 13. 

NARFE Webinars 
    Latest and upcoming webinars: 
    Federal and Military Service? How to Maximize 
 Your Benefits.  
    Taxes and Federal Benefits. 
    Four Simple Steps to a Smooth Retirement. 
February 7th. 
    The TSP: Your Key to a Secure Retirement In-
come. March 7th. 
    Optimizing your Social Security Benefits. 
 March 21st. 
    Federal Benefits and Divorce. April 11th. 
    If you missed the live presentation, you can al-
ways watch the recorded version on the NARFE 
website. 
 

Legislative News 
    Even with the battling in Washington between the 
President and those members of Congress opposing 
him, there is still legislative work going on. NARFE 
has people speaking to Congress on our behalf and 
NARFE members are encouraged to email or call 
their representatives about concerns. 
    Call 1-866-220-0044. and just follow the prompts 
to get to the office you want. Use the NARFE web-
site to send an email message. 

Meeting Location: Shoney’s Restaurant  
880 S Jefferson Ave,, Cookeville TN 

6:00pm to eat, 6:45pm for the business meeting 

Month Month % Change % Toward 2020 

October 2018 0.19 0.28 

November 2018 -0.45 -0.17 

December 2018 -0.47 -0.64 
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Federation Annual Meeting 
    This year, NARFE members in Tennessee are 
urged to attend the Tennessee Federation Annual 
Meeting on Monday and Tuesday, April 15-16, 2019. 
The location is in Chattanooga and it will be an excit-
ing time to meet with other members and chapter 
leaders from across the state. The main focus will be 
legislative advocacy. But there will be information 
presented on several topics. 
    Special speakers to be there are the new national 
president Ken Thomas; I am sure that he will have 
lots of news about the future of NARFE to share with 
everyone there. And also, Miss Tennessee, Christine 
Williamson from Chattanooga will speak. She is ded-
icated to speaking out and working on behalf of Alz-
heimer’s Awareness. I know that you will be glad to 
hear from both of these speakers. 
    Registration is required to attend, and there is a 
fee of $65 to attend, the Registration Form is in the 
February issue of the Tennessee Federation News-
letter you should have received in the mail or by 
email. And it is also on the Federation website.  
    Those hosting the meeting are working hard to 
make this a good Annual Meeting, and I hope some 
of you will plan to attend. As an incentive, those 
sending in the registration form by February 15th 
have a chance to win a $100 cash prize. 
    There are 2 hotels which you can choose to stay 
at while there, the Marriott Residence Inn or Town-
Place Marriott. As I understand, they are side by 
side. Phone numbers and room costs are on the reg-
istration form. 
    We no longer have the Convention/Delegate for-
mat for our meetings, The meetings have always 
been open to all members, but now all voting will be 
done by ballot and each member can vote. There 
were no resolutions submitted this year to vote on, 
and there are no contested elections for any of the 
officer positions, so no ballot was sent out this year. 
Officer nominations are: President-Ed Evans, E 
Tenn. VP-No Candidate, M Tenn. VP-Donald Dot-
son, W Tenn. VP B.J. Godwin, Secretary-Timothy 
Powers, Treasurer-Norris Alderson, Membership 
Chair-No Candidate, Legislative Chair-Larry Min-
niear. 
    Even though we don’t have the chapter delegates 
this year, I plan to attend along with Reba and I hope 
the chapter will agree to paying part of the costs for 
us to attend along with any other officers who wish to 
attend the meeting this year. We will have to do this 
retroactively at our May meeting. If any of you are 
thinking of attending or want more information, let 
me know, I would like you to be included and share 
in this meeting.    --continued, next column 

—continued 
    The chapter normally supplies door prizes for 
these federation meetings, I think we should do that 
again this year. I am not sure if we have anything to 
take to the Silent Auction in support of Alzheimer’s or 
not. I am open to suggestions. 
 

Sunshine Report 
    I hope all who have had surgery recently are re-
covering and feeling well. Let me know if you are 
aware of those dealing with medical issues or deaths 
in the family. 
 

1099-R Tax Statements 
    I have been informed that these statement were 
mailed out on January 31th and those of you who get 
them in the mail should have received yours by now. 
If you need to call OPM about yours, the best time to 
call is on Tuesday mornings about 8am Eastern 
Time. 
    If you have online access, you can download the 
tax statements from OPM Retirement Services 
Online. 
 

Partial Government Shutdown 
    I am putting this article last in the newsletter as it 
seems to be an ongoing item and changing every 
few days. It has been in the news since late Decem-
ber. As I write this the partial shutdown has ended, 
but only for 3 weeks. Hopefully this will be resolved 
during the 3 week period. 
. While not all federal agencies were not affected, 
this was the longest period of time that there was a 
shutdown due to the lack of funding. 
    NARFE and many other groups worked to be of 
help to those affected during the partial shutdown, 
including; the FEEA-NARFE. They made available  
$100 grants to active federal employee members 
who are not receiving a paycheck during the current 
shutdown due to being furloughed or working in ex-
cepted status, based on available funding. To apply, 
it was necessary to complete a form. and attach your 
furlough notice: You must be a NARFE member in 
good standing.  
    Congress did approve retroactive pay to everyone 
as soon as the funding was restored. 
 

Thanks to all of you for your con-
tinued support of NARFE and our 
chapter. Stay well and safe during 

the winter months. 
NARFE IS ON THE WEB 

 Chapter 1956: www.narfecookevilletn.org 

 Tennessee Federation: www.narfetn.org 

 NARFE Headquarters: www.narfe.org 

When you get your renewal notice, be sure to 
renew both your National and Chapter Dues. 


