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Another Year Begins
Hope each and every one of you had a blessed

Christmas and we are wishing you a Happy New
Year now that we are in 2018. Seems the years
come and go much faster than before.

As we enter this year, we ask that you pay close
attention to the alerts that come out from NARFE
and help support the efforts to protect earned bene-
fits. Seems that Congress moves slow and I guess
that is a good thing. But it makes good sense to
monitor legislative bills that might have impact on the
federal community. Throughout the year, I will try to
keep you informed about Congressional matters as it
relates to us. I will do this here in these newsletters
and at our chapter meetings. While we will have few-
er meetings scheduled this year, I do hope your will
be in attendance and show your support in that way.

The dates of meetings this year will be: February
20th, May 15th, August 21st, and November 20th. I
am sure we will have important information to share
with you at those meetings. So remember that there
will not be a meeting this month, but mark your cal-
endars for the February meeting.

The meeting place and time will remain the same;
Shoney’s Restaurant on S Jefferson Ave. in
Cookeville. Try to be there by 6:00pm if you plan to
eat. We will start the business session at 6:45pm.
We do encourage you to order a meal when you at-
tend our meetings, Shoney’s has been good to us
and allowing us to use their meeting room. So let’s
try to show our appreciation by purchasing a meal at
the meetings.

No one responded to my request to be considered
for a chapter officer position or to be part of a chap-
ter committee. So our chapter officers and positions
will remain the same for this year. Thankful for the
help and support that we have. The chapter officers
are listed in another section of the newsletter.

The recent membership drive ended and I have
not yet heard the results. Hopefully NARFE gained
several new members during that time period.

If you are retired, you should have received in the
mail, your Annuity Statement showing the gross and
net monthly payments to expect. That may change
with the insurance update in February and Income
tax change as a result of the recent tax bill passed.

2018 Federation Convention
All of you are encouraged to attend the 62nd An-

nual Tennessee Federation Convention. It will be on
Monday and Tuesday, April 16-17, 2018. The loca-
tion will be the Double Tree Hotel in Jackson TN and
hosted by the Jackson Chapter with help from near-
by chapters. The Convention Committee is busy
planning a exciting convention and I hope you will
consider going.

The featured speaker will be the NARFE Execu-
tive Director, Barbara Sido. She was hired this past
year as the first Executive Director and I am sure
that she will have many interesting comments about
the future of NARFE. Room rates at that hotel is
$119.00 if you reference NARFE.

Registration is required to attend, I will have the
form at the February meeting, and it is in the Novem-
ber 2017 and February 2018 issues of the Tennes-
see Federation News. You can also go online to the
Federation website and obtain it. Full registration
costs is $60.00, you may also select only the busi-
ness session or the banquet at a lower costs.

We are accepting delegates to attend from our
chapter. If interested in being a delegate, let me
know and I will supply the information and the form.
We have 4 spaces available for delegates from our
chapter.

There is an Early Registration Incentive this year.
Those registering by February 16th will be entered in
a drawing for a $100.00 cash prize.

This very likely will be the last Convention type
meeting of the Tennessee Federation. Under the
current One Member One Vote guidelines, all federa-
tions must revise procedures. Bylaws revisions being
considered will change future meetings to Annual
Meetings rather than Conventions. More to follow.

Please share these newsletters with your spouse
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Legislative News
The national office has published the list of Legis-

lative accomplishments for the first year of the 115th
Congress. Here is what they are reporting:
Thwarted ALL attempts by Congress and the presi-
dent to cut the earned pay and benefits of federal
employees and retirees.
 President Trump’s Fiscal Year 2018 Budget Pro-

posal called for at least $149 billion in cuts to
earned retirement benefits for current and former
federal employees.

 The House of Representatives passed a budget
resolution that would have required $32 billion in
cuts to federal retirement benefits, to offset, in part,
the cost of a major tax overhaul. NARFE worked
tirelessly to oppose the provision requiring such
cuts.

 NARFE members, officers and lobbyists worked
tirelessly to oppose any cuts to the earned pay and
benefits of federal employees and retirees. Despite
threats from many angles, none of the provisions
in the president’s budget or the $32 billion in cuts
were signed into law.
Protected postal retirees’ health benefits.
 The House Oversight and Government Reform

Committee approved postal reform legislation,
H.R. 756, that would require all current postal retir-
ees and their spouses to enroll in Medicare or for-
feit their earned retiree health benefits coverage
through FEHB.

 This removes the postal retiree’s choice as to
whether to incur significant additional premium
costs for additional coverage.

 By adding a new condition to the receipt of
health benefits in retirement, the bill would break
a basic promise and precedent not to change
retiree benefits after retirement.

 NARFE opposed the provisions and sought to
amend the bill to remove them. Despite efforts to
advance the bill through Congress, its progress
stalled, largely due to the Medicare provisions. No-
tably, a year-end push to include the bill in a larger
legislative vehicle failed.
Helped provide more flexible withdrawal options for
TSP participants, by supporting legislation giving
them more control over their own retirement savings.
 The president signed the NARFE-endorsed TSP

Modernization Act into law, PL 115-84, on Novem-
ber 17, 2017. The law does the following:

 Allows multiple, partial post-separation with-
drawals, which individuals can time to their indi-
vidual needs.

 Permits multiple, age-based withdrawals for par-

ticipants who are still working and are older than
age 59-1/2, and subsequent post-separation
partial withdrawals.

 Provides greater flexibility for those receiving
periodic payments by: (i) allowing the election of
quarterly or annual payments; (ii) allowing peri-
odic withdrawals to be changed at any point dur-
ing the year; (iii) allowing periodic payments to
be stopped while leaving the account balance in
the TSP; and (iv) permitting the purchase of an
annuity or a partial withdrawal while in periodic
payment status.

 Eliminates the withdrawal election deadline.

Member Death
I am sad to report the loss of Hurston James “Jim”

Boyington. He died on December 29th and was 85.
Jim has been a member of our chapter and of
NARFE since 1997 and was retired from the USPS.
His wife Brenda is also a member and we extend our
sympathy to her and the family. He was active in
traveling, church and community. He will be missed.

Consumer Price Index Watch
In this section of the newsletter, I will be posting

the monthly adjustments for the year relating to the
CPI-W so that you can see the changes month by
month.
 October 2017 Decrease of 0.15%
 November 2017 Increase of 0.04%

The December report is due to be posted on Janu-
ary 12th.

National Conference
The Bi-annual meeting of the NARFE National As-

sociation will also be changing this year from a Con-
vention type meeting to a Conference. Again, this is
due to the change to One Member One Vote provi-
sion at the 2016 National Convention. The FED-
con18 as it being referred to will be held August
26th—28th this year in Jacksonville Florida.

More information about that can be found in up-
coming NARFE magazines and on the NARFE web-
site. All NARFE members are welcome to attend.

NARFE Webinars
You are encourage to watch these each month.

For January the webinar will be: Map Your Path to a
Smooth Retirement. It will be on Thursday, January
25, 2018 beginning at 1 p.m. Central Time.

This one most likely will be of interest to those not
yet retired. Learn more about it on the NARFE web-
site.

NARFE IS ON THE WEB
Chapter 1956: www.narfecookevilletn.org
Tennessee Federation: www.narfetn.org
NARFE Headquarters: www.narfe.org

When you get your renewal notice, be sure to
renew both your National and Chapter Dues.


